REPRESENTATIVE GAFFNEY, AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

I REPRESENT THE MICHIGAN GENEALOGICAL COUNCIL AND IT'S 63 MEMBERS
ORGANIZATIONS, EACH FROM A SEPARATE MICHIGAN COUNTY OR AREA. THE COUNCIL
STRONGLY SUPPORTS SENATE BILL 795, INTRODUCED BY SENATORS GEORGE, HARDIMAN,
ALLEN, BIRKHOLZ, KUIPERS, GOSCHKA AND MCMANUS.

THIS BILL IS NEEDED TO MAKE MICHIGAN RECORDS MORE ACCESSIBLE TO MICHIGAN
PEOPLE. IN 1897, MICHIGAN CHANGED IT'S STATEWIDE RECORDING METHOD FOR BIRTHS,
MARRIAGES AND DEATHS, IN PLACE SINCE 1867. WE ARE ONE OF THE FEWER THAN 20
AMERICAN STATES WHICH MAINTAIN STATEWIDE RECORDS OF VITAL EVENTS BEFORE 1900.
WE HAVE A TREASURY OF OVER THIRTY MILLION RECORDS FROM THE LIVES OF MICHIGAN

PEOPLE.

THE 1897 LAW REQUIRED A SEPARATE CERTIFICATE TO BE MADE FOR EACH EVENT, AND THE
PARTICIPANT OR WITNESS OF EACH EVENT TO REPORT THAT HAPPENING TO THE CLERK OF
THE COUNTY IN WHICH IT HAPPENED. THESE SINGLE CERTIFICATES ARE ON FILE AT THE
OFFICE OF THE STATE REGISTRAR OF MICHIGAN, NOW LOCATED AT 201 TOWNSEND STREET,
LANSING, ACROSS FROM THE CAPITOL.

YOUR HANDOUT SHOWS A SAMPLE CERTIFICATE, LABELED “A”, ISSUED BY THE STATE
REGISTRAR’S OFFICE, AND OPPOSITE IT, LABELED "B”, A DEATH RECORD TYPED FROM THE
LEDGER MAINTAINED IN THE BAY COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE. YOU CAN SEE THAT THERE ARE
MANY MORE FACTS ON THE ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE, AND THAT THERE IS EVEN A MIS-
SPELLING OF THE NAME OF ONE PERSON ON THE TYPED RECORD FROM THE COUNTY

LEDGER.

MICHIGAN RESEARCHERS NEED ACCESS TO THESE ORIGINAL CERTIFICATES. SENATE BILL
795 DEVELOPS THE MECHANISM FOR COPIES OF THE ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE FILMS TO BE
PLACED AT THE LIBRARY OF MICHIGAN FOR FREE PUBLIC USE - AT NO COST TO THE STATE.
FILMS OF MARRIAGE, DIVORCE AND DEATH MORE THAN 75 YEARS OLD WOULD BE OPEN TO
PUBLIC USE, AND FILMS OF BIRTHS MORE THAN 110 YEARS OLD.

The Office of the State Registrar would be relived of the burden of seeking, in totally
inadequate non-computerized indexes, these ancient records. A former State Registrar has
stated that a copy of such a record cannot be produced, even under today’s costs of $26.00 a
copy, at a profit or even covering its cost of production. Researchers would be free to do their
own search in the films and their indexes - at no cost to them or loss of revenue to the State.
There is no funding in any foreseeable future to allow the Office of the State Registrar to return
to indexing Michigan’s ancient records.

The cost of the films, estimating at a first transfer for the death films and their present
inadequate indexes from 1897 thru 1920 would be approximately $4,680.00, using the State
Vendor. These costs were developed by the Office of the State Registrar. This sum,
$4,680.00, would be provided by the Michigan Genealogical Council to the Library of Michigan
Foundation to be transferred to the Office of the State Registrar for film production payment.

At a later date, further films would be produced by the State vendor for the Office of the State
Registrar and transferred to the Library of Michigan, again funded by the Michigan Genealogical
Council. SB 795 provides a WIN-WIN situation, making records available, lifting a costly
burden from a state office, increasing tourism attractions for the Lansing area and making our
history more accessible to Michiganians at no cost to State Government. We urge this
Committee to pass Senate Bill 795.

Joanne Harvey, Research Access Chair, Michigan Genealogical Council
Melvin Holley, Lansing African-American Genealogical Society
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DEATIECERTIFICATE

™ R T8

STATE OF MICHIGAN,
County of Bay

B

BARBARA ALB ERTSON

Clerk of the Circuit Court of said County, said Court

do hereby certify

that the following is a truc and correct transcript of

being a Court of record and having a scal.,

§

the record of the death of

JOSEPH ORMOND as appears in Record of Deaths.

Laber G. , Page 149 .

Record Number 662

Full Name Joseph Ormond

Date of Death November 1, 1919

Place of Death Bay City

Birth Date of Deccased not given — )
Ape: 78 __ Yecars 3 Months 28 Days
sex . _Mal&alor or Race white  single 01 Married Gl Widowed OJ Divorced O
Namie of Husband or Wile not _given

Name of Father Joseph Ormond Birthplace England
Maden Name ol Mother Hannah Seor Birthplace Canada
Birthplace of Deceased Ontario Canada

Usual QOceupation Retired

Usual Residence Bay City

Cause of Death TUMOR

Place of Burial not given

FFuneral Director not given Address

Physician or Coroner not given _ Address

Date ol Record

November 1919.

IN TESTIMORLY WHEREOF, | have hercunto
sct my hand and af fixed the scal of said Court

at Bay City, in said County. this22nd

dav of Fahruaryv AD 10 g4




